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Matthew 10:1-10 
13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he 
asked his disciples,‘Who do people say the Son of Man is?’ 
14 They replied, ‘Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; 
and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ 
15 ‘But what about you?’ he asked. ‘Who do you say I am?’ 
16 Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of 
the living God.’ 
17 Jesus replied, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for 
this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my 
Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on 
this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not 
overcome it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, 
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.’ 20 Then he ordered his disciples not to tell anyone 
that he was the Messiah. 

Matthew 16:13-20 
1 Jesus called his twelve disciples to him and gave them 
authority to drive out impure spirits and to heal every disease 
and illness.  2 These are the names of the twelve apostles: 
first, Simon (who is called Peter) and his brother Andrew; 
James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; 3 Philip and 
Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James 
son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Zealot and 
Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him. 
5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the following 
instructions: ‘Do not go among the Gentiles or enter any town 
of the Samaritans. 6 Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel. 7 As 
you go, proclaim this message: “The kingdom of heaven 
has come near.” 8 Heal those who are ill, raise the dead, 
cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you 
have received; freely give. 
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Acts 1:1-9
1 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all 
that Jesus began to do and to teach 2 until the day 
he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions 
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had 
chosen. 3 After his suffering, he presented himself to 
them and gave many convincing proofs that he was 
alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty 
days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4 On 
one occasion, while he was eating with them, he 
gave them this command: ‘Do not leave Jerusalem, 
but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you 
have heard me speak about.  

Acts 1:1-9
5 For John baptised with water, but in a few days you 
will be baptised with the Holy Spirit.’ 
6 Then they gathered round him and asked him, 
‘Lord, are you at this time going to restore the 
kingdom to Israel?’ 
7 He said to them: ‘It is not for you to know the times 
or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But 
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on 
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and 
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.’ 
9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very 
eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 

Mark Strom 
“For Paul, the ekklesia was the model of the new 
humanity who wait to inherit a new creation.  
They are the people of the second Adam, the 
man from heaven who gives the Spirit.  Those ‘in 
Christ’ had taken their place in heaven with him 
and thus belonged to the ‘Jerusalem above’” 

Churches are meant to be 
eschatological  

Kingdom communities 
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Church = a Kingdom showhome N.T. Wright
“God’s missionary purposes are cosmic in 
scope, concerned with the restoration of all 
things, the establishment of shalom, the 
renewal of creation and the coming of the 
Kingdom as well as the redemption of fallen 
humanity and the building of the Church.” 

Gerhard Lohfink 
“It can only be that God begins in a small way, at one single 
place in the world. There must be a place, visible, tangible, 
where the salvation of the world can begin: that is, where the 
world becomes what it is supposed to be according to God’s 
plan. Beginning at that place, the new thing can spread 
abroad, but not through persuasion, not through 
indoctrination, not through violence. Everyone must have the 
opportunity to come and see. All must have the chance to 
behold and test this new thing. Then, if they want to, they can 
allow themselves to be drawn into the history of salvation that 
God is creating. Only in that way can their freedom be 
preserved. What drives them to the new thing cannot be 
force, not even moral pressure, but only the fascination of a 
world that is changed.” 
 
  


