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N.T. Wright
“God’s missionary purposes are cosmic in 
scope, concerned with the restoration of all 
things, the establishment of shalom, the 
renewal of creation and the coming of the 
Kingdom as well as the redemption of fallen 
humanity and the building of the Church.” 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13 Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be 
uninformed about those who sleep in death, so that you do 
not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no 
hope. 14 For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and 
so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who 
have fallen asleep in him. 15 According to the Lord’s word, 
we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left until the 
coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who 
have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will come down 
from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the 
archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in 
Christ will rise first.17 After that, we who are still alive and are 
left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to 
meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord for 
ever.18 Therefore encourage one another with these words. 
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Revelation 22:20 
He who testifies to these things says, ‘Yes, I am 
coming soon.’ 
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

Two big questions
1. Where do we go when we die? 

2. What will resurrection life be like? 

N.T. Wright                                   
“Resurrection is life after life after death” 
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“Hell” in the bible

SHEOL (Hebrew) / HADES (Greek)
The place people go when they die before 
return of Jesus and final judgement of all. 
 

GEHENNA 
The place people go after judgement for 
punishment (temporary or eternal?). 
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1 Thessalonians 4:14 
We believe that God will bring with Jesus 
those who have fallen asleep in him 
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v17 
We will be with the Lord for ever 
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Paul Marshall
“This world is our home: we are made to live 
here. It has been devastated by sin, but God 
plans to put it right. Hence, we look forward 
with joy to newly restored bodies and to living 
in a newly restored heaven and earth.  We can 
love this world because it is God’s, and it will 
be healed, becoming at last what God 
intended from the beginning.” 

1 Corinthians 15:49
“And just as we have borne the image of the 
earthly man, so shall we bear the image of the 
heavenly man.” 

N.T. Wright
“We can be confident in God’s future purposes 
for those Christians who have died.  There will 
be grief, of course; but there is also hope.  
There will come a day when God will put all 
wrongs to rights, when all grief will turn to joy. 
Jesus will be central to that day, which will end 
with the unveiling of God’s new world.  There, 
those who have already died, and those who 
are still alive, will both alike be given renewed 
bodies to serve God joyfully in his new 
creation” 
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allsaintsworcester 

The Nicene Creed
 
We believe in one God,  
the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, light from light,  
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father;  
through him all things were made.  

allsaintsworcester 

For us and for our salvation  
he came down from heaven,  
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary  
and became truly human.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again  
in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
 

allsaintsworcester 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and 
the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of 
life,  
who proceeds from the Father [and the Son],  
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets.  
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allsaintsworcester 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come.  
Amen. 


