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PERSONAL FOLLOW UP MATERIAL 
 
 
 

GOD’S UNFOLDING STORY (1): CREATION 
 
(1) The drama of scripture approach 
In the first talk we looked first at the idea of scripture as a “Six act drama” – what 
is sometimes called narrative theology.  It’s a way of reading scripture as a story… 
a true story. 
 
Ask yourself: 
• Does the world have a story? What different stories are told about the world?  

What is the basic world-story told by adherents of modern Western secular 
culture? 

• How does your story fit into the story of the world? How does the story of the 
world (whatever it is) become part of your story? 

• How plausible is it to you to think of the Bible as the story of God’s involvement 
with the world? Would this make a difference to your reading and 
understanding of the Bible? 

 
Read: 
The brilliant, short article “Living into God’s story” by Eugene Peterson – available 
to download from our YOBL resources page. 
 
Pray: 
God help me grasp your story, discover my place in it and live my live faithfully 
unto it’s conclusion. 
 
Take it further: 
Buy, read and re-read “The Drama of Scripture” by Goheen & Bartholomew.  This 
is the core text for this series and a standard text in theological colleges around the 
world. 
 
  



	

 
 
(2) The first act – creation 
Rich suggested there are two key points for the first act in the drama: 
1. We were created to live with God in a good creation 
2. Our vocation is to rule over that good creation as God’s image bearers in the 

world 
 
Read: 
Genesis 1 & 2 slowly.  What do you now notice?  
 
Ask yourself: 
What do you think it means for human beings to be created in the “image” and 
“likeness” of God? How do these words display both continuity with and 
distinctness from God? What are some of the ways in which human beings may be 
“like” God? On the other hand, what radical difference is there between God and 
human beings? 
 
What do you think may be the significance of the creation of human beings as 
“male and female” to the idea that human beings are created in the image of 
God? 
 
How does realizing that our calling as humans is to be the tselem (idols) of God in 
his creation temple, tasked with expanding good creation into the world change 
how we view our work and understanding of what work is? 
 
Pray: 
God thank you that you made me in your image, to reflect and reveal your glory, 
goodness and grace into a world of pain and hurt.  Help me embrace my calling 
and vocation fully and to work as you intended. 
 
Take it further: 
Reflect on your life – how does it all fit together.  What is the connection between 
your devotion life with God (in which our identity and calling is reaffirmed) and the 
places you spend your time and energy?  Do you go into one from the other?  
What do you take with you? 
 
How could you rewrite your job description with Genesis 1 & 2 in mind? 
e.g. a parent might say “My calling is to disciple little ones so that they discover 
who they are, whose they are and what it means to partner with God in the 
fulfilling of his creation work”! 
 
 
 


