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PERSONAL FOLLOW UP MATERIAL 
 
 
 

GOD’S UNFOLDING STORY (4): JESUS  
 

Recap 
The fourth act brings together the three key themes of the drama so far: the promised 
Messiah comes and fulfills the Abrahamic covenant, crushes sin and death and ushers in a 
new creation, beginning in a garden with a new humanity tasked to extend it.  

 

Read: 
Mark 1-8.  Yes, really!  And notice the links back to the Old Testament.  Why is this done?  
 

Ask yourself: 
If you were asked, “What was Jesus all about?” what would you say? If you were asked, 
“What do the New Testament Gospels say Jesus was all about?” what would you say? 
Would your answer to this question be different from the first one? 
 

How do the Gospel writers take pains to situate Jesus in relation to the Old Testament, 
thereby portraying the story of Jesus as the fulfillment of the Old Testament promise? Does 
this way of seeing Jesus add to your appreciation of who he is? 
 

What is the role of Jesus’ miracles in relation to his proclamation and his teaching? How 
do these acts of healing, exorcism, etc. reveal God’s redemptive plan for his creation? 
How do these actions of Jesus differ from what the Jews might have expected from 
someone who proclaimed what Jesus did? 
 

Read Mark 14:22–25. What is the new meaning Jesus gives to the components of the 
Passover meal? In particular, what is the Old Testament resonance of the phrase, “the 
blood of the covenant” (see Exodus 24:8, Zechariah 9:11)? What is the “Kingdom 
significance” of Jesus symbolizing his own death? 
 

Pray: 
Jesus, I declare again you are king of all the world and place you again as king over my 
life.  Help me understand more who you are and what this means for me. 
 

Take it further: 
Take some time to reflect on 2016 – how has God blessed you?  And how have you been 
a blessing to others?   
 
Spend some time seeking God for 2017.  How does He want to bless you next year?  And 
what is He calling you to do for others next year? 


