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The Law // Deuteronomy 6:20-25; 10:14-22 
 
The Law was integral to Hebrew life and culture. They are also some of the most baffling and 
confusing parts of the Bible. They are found in the Books of the Law (The Torah), five books 
of Genesis through to Deuteronomy. We are familiar with the 10 Commandments but these 
Laws bare scratch the surface. 
 
Examples in Leviticus & Deuteronomy: 
 
“Do not cut the hair at the sides of your head or clip off the edges of your beard.” 
 
“Do not cook a young goat in its mother’s milk”, “make tassels on the four corners of the 
cloak you wear.” 
 
“If the offering to the Lord is a burnt offering bring a dove or a young pigeon.” 
 
There’s also those regulations about purification after childbirth in Leviticus 12 or the 
instructions for treating infectious skin diseases or mildew.  
 
These aren’t the usual verses we try and remember, hang on our walls or quote in our 
evangelistic efforts. 
 
 
To Start 
As a group, have a quick look through Leviticus and Deuteronomy and see what obscure 
laws you can find, share them and discuss them. Try and get an idea of the breadth of details 
of the Law.  
 
Read  
Psalm 119:97 
 
Overview 
Despite what can often be seen as a harsh and unjust set of rules, Israel loved the Law. It was 
first given after the Exodus and received with deep thankfulness and relief and then re-
discovered and restored after the exile in Babylon. For the Israelites this wasn’t a bunch of 
rigid demands but rather a freeing and structured way to live that would allow for the love, 
grace and life of God to be seen in His people. 
 
2 Kings 22 gives an insight, when the Temple was restored and the Lost Book of the Law is 
discovered. This was an event of immense joy as both their cultural structure and connection 
to YHWH was re-established. 
 
So why is this?  
 



Firstly, God’s HOLINESS; God is Holy, perfect in righteousness, all good and totally other. 
Therefore He can have nothing to do with the things of death, despair, injustice, corruption 
or greed – He called His people, Israel, to belong to Him, know Him and therefore they had 
to display that same righteousness. (Lev. 20:26).  
 
Secondly, Holiness necessitated the Law; the weird purity laws, the removal of the unclean 
and the regulations around meat consumption etc were a way of Israel showing the Holiness 
of their God in a wider cultural environment of degradation and death. The God of Israel, 
our God, is a God of life and the Laws are built and given to reflect this. 
 
When we see the practices and culture of the surrounding nations, where sacrificing of 
children to Molech, prostitution, bestiality, incest, sexual depravity was rife and permeated 
their fertility cult, we can see the context in which the Laws represented freedom. The 
Canaanites culture was based upon death and they oppressed the Israelites  
 
 
Ask Ourselves 

• When we see this view of God, as the God of Life, through the lens of Jesus and His 
mission, how does this change our perspective on the world? 

• How can we be Holy without being bound by “Law”?  What is it that makes us distinct 
as followers of Jesus? 

 
 
To Conclude 
In a world which smells of greed, self-protection, fear and injustice and a Western society 
turning to isolated itself for it’s own good, a world of godlessness; we’re invited to be the 
fragrance of Christ, not to join in with the despair, the racism, the storing up treasures on 
earth, we are to Deut. 10: “love the foreigner, look after the lonely, outcast, the vulnerable, 
the needy” 
 
Pray 
That God would break our hearts with His compassion and teach us when to confront a 
world of death with the life of God. 
Pray for where we can practical display the heart of the Law in our weekly lives. 
 
 
Take it further 
READ: Shane Claiborne - The Irresistible Revolution  
WATCH: Rob Bell – The God’s aren’t angry (YouTube) 


