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Act 4: 
The King comes with his kingdom 

allsaintsworcester 

Bartholomew & Goheen 
“We cannot grasp the meaning of the story of Jesus 
until we begin to see that it is in fact the climactic 
episode of the great story of the Bible… When his 
good creation was fouled by human rebellion, God 
immediately set out on a salvage mission. He had 
created it, and it thus belonged to him by right.  
Now he would redeem it… so that it might be 
restored to what he had always intended it to be… 
In God’s purpose, at last the very heavens and earth 
themselves are to be renewed and restored. In Jesus 
Christ, that renewal and restoration is revealed in its 
final shape as the kingdom of God”.  

allsaintsworcester 

Mark 1:15 
“‘The time has come,’ he said. ‘The kingdom of 
God has come near. Repent and believe the 
good news”. 
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Bartholomew & Goheen 
“These miracles are like windows through which 
we catch glimpses of a renewed cosmos, from 
which Satan and his demons have been cast out.  
Sickness and pain are to be no more, death itself 
gone forever, and the creation restored to its 
original beauty and harmony.  No trace of sin or 
sin’s effects will deface or defile God’s new 
creation”. 

allsaintsworcester 

Mark 1:2-3 
“as it is written in Isaiah the prophet: 
“I will send my messenger ahead of you, 
    who will prepare your way”— 
3 “a voice of one calling in the wilderness, 
‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 
    make straight paths for him.’” 

allsaintsworcester 

N.T. Wright  
“Jesus believed that the creator God had purposed 
from the beginning to address and deal with the 
problems within his creation through Israel. Israel was 
not just to be an ‘example’ of a nation under God; 
Israel was to be the means through which the world 
would be saved… and that this would be 
accomplished through Israel’s history reaching a great 
moment of climax, in which Israel herself would be 
saved from her enemies and through which the creator 
God, the covenant God, would at last bring his love 
and justice, his mercy and truth, to bear upon the 
whole world, bringing renewal and healing to all 
creation.” 

allsaintsworcester 

1 John 3:8 
“The reason the Son of God appeared was to 
destroy the works of the devil.” 
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Leslie Newbigin 
“Jesus was manifested to destroy the works of 
the devil, not to submit to them. This whole 
ministry is portrayed in the Gospels as a mighty 
onslaught on the works of the devil—whether 
these took the form of sickness and demon 
possession among the people, or of hypocrisy, 
cruelty and hardheartedness among the rulers. 
And His whole ministry is interpreted as the 
breaking in of the reign of God into the life of 
the world, to release those whom Satan has 
bound.” 

“Christ became 
what we are in 
order that we 
might become 
what he is”. 

 

St Irenaeus  

Creation 
First humanity 

Fall 
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death 

New creation 
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 Cosmic recapitulation 
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N.T. Wright 
“When Jesus rose again, God’s whole new 
creation emerged from the tomb, introducing a 
world full of new potential and possibility.  Indeed 
precisely because part of that new possibility is for 
human beings themselves to be revived and 
renewed, the resurrection of Jesus does not leave 
us as passive, helpless spectators.  We find 
ourselves lifted up, set on our feet, given new 
breath in our lungs, and commissioned to go and 
make new creation happen in the world”.  
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