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PERSONAL FOLLOW UP MATERIAL 
 
 
 

GOD’S UNFOLDING STORY (3): ISRAEL  
 

Recap 
In the third act we looked at one of the main plot lines – God’s determination to get his 
creation project back on track through humans.  We explored the Abrahamic covenant to 
make sense of why God perseveres with us.   

 

Read: 
Genesis 12:1-9, Genesis 15 and Galatians 3:15-29.   
 
Ask yourself: 
How are the blessings promised to Abram reversals of the curses in Genesis 3–11? 
 
What does Paul want us to grasp about our relationship to God and the covenant he 
made with Abraham?  How do we make sense of the life, death and resurrection of Jesus 
in light of the Abrahamic covenant? 
 
The event that constitutes Israel as God’s people by covenant is the Mt. Sinai event. 
Consider the following passages: 
• God’s purpose in calling Israel: Exodus 19:3–6. What is the meaning of “kingdom of 

priests” and “holy nation”? (In the NT see I Peter 2:9) 
• God’s call of Israel as a demonstration of his faithfulness and grace: Deuteronomy 

7:7–9. How is God’s call related to his covenant promise to the patriarchs? 
 
Pray: 
Father, thank you for the binding covenant you made to Abraham, the promises of which 
are now true for me through Jesus Christ.  Forgive me where I am not to you as I should 
be.  And thank you for always being there for me and never giving up on me. 
 
Take it further: 
Read either (or both?!) of the NT Wright articles on our YOBL resources page. 
 
Take 30 minutes to do a “covenant audit”. Which relationships do you have that have 
some form of covenantal commitment to them (i.e. promises you have made to someone, 
or that you have both made) – e.g. marriage, godparenting, parenting, friendships.  How 
well are you fulfilling your covenant commitments?  Why is this?  What needs to change? 
 


