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It is written (1): what is it? 
 
Introduction  
In the first four-week teaching series, we are asking the basic question “What is 
it?” What is this strange collection of 66 books that we’ve come to know as the 
Bible? So it was written? By whom? When? Why? What about the original 
manuscripts? Can we trust it? And in what sense is it God’s word? How then could 
it be authoritative in our lives today?  
	
Ask ourselves 
What are your questions about the Bible?  
What have you found most difficult about the Bible? 
… and most breathtaking? 
Perhaps share from your experience of the Read Scripture Plan? 
 
Read: Luke 24:44 
How does this verse help explain what the Bible is? 
 
Unpack 
Note the basic structure of the Bible, with the Old Testament compromised of the 
Law, the prophets and the writings. Then Jesus happened, who made reference to 
these three sections of scriptures (“Psalms” presumably being his shorthand for 
“writings” as it is the first and largest book within this section) and claimed to be 
the fulfillment of them. Following the Jesus years, four biographies were written, 
which were circulated and collected along with other writing of the apostles 
(mainly letters written to instruct the fledgling Jesus movement). Together, these form 
the New Testament. 
 

 
If you open the Bible at random, chances are that you will land on something a 
little odd, if not utterly confusing. Try it! It is unsurprising that many of us struggle to 
read it, so it ends up on the shelf next to Lee Childs or Jane Austin.  
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“You Christians look after a document containing enough dynamite to blow 
civilization to pieces, turn the world upside down and bring peace to a battle-torn 
planet. But you treat it as nothing more than a piece of literature” – Gandhi 

 
The Bible is extraordinary and certainly more than just another piece of literature, 
but as we start reading it we must remember that it is not less than a piece of 
literature. The difficult question to be asking is, “What does it mean?” and to 
answer this we need some sensitivity to genre and context. This takes patience and 
care and sometimes we won’t be able to find an answer, this is ok; the world’s 
smartest Bible boffins still have plenty of unresolved questions and debates to keep 
them occupied! 
 
Reading the Bible really is like time-travelling into a very different culture and 
outlook, and so it is quite appropriate that we get a little disoriented or lost as we 
open its pages.  When have you experienced this time-travel culture shock? What 
are good and bad ways to deal with it? (Remember the tourists-McDonald’s 
analogy). 
 
Perhaps share your best “travel” advice? (Top Tips on reading different parts of the 
Bible). 
 
Remember: 
Take care of genre - is it poem/prayer/parable/sermons/drama/testimony/ 
eyewitness account? 
Scripture needs more scripture - Where does it fit within the whole story? How 
does it balance? 
Jesus is Lord over scripture - Luke 24, the Bible is telling one unified story that 
points us to Jesus. 
 
LIVING IT OUT 
Pray 
For the help of the Holy Spirit, to give understanding, and “lead you into all truth” 
as you read the Bible. 
For the humility and patience to grapple and grow. 
For those called to study in great depth on behalf of the wider church. 
 
Take it further 
Join in with the READ SCRIPTURE Bible reading plan that we have just begun! 
 
Watch some of the Bible Project videos - they are brilliant travel guides. 
 
Read this accessible introduction to the bible  
(www.bethinking.org/bible/what-is-the-bible) 
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It is written (2): authority 
 
Introduction 

 

Who wrote the Bible? The historic  
Judeo-Christian conviction is that this 
is a human and divine word. On the 
one hand, it is a thoroughly human 
word, with many human authors and 
copyists and compilers. But on the 
other hand, it is in and through those 
particular human 
events/histories/writings that God 
has revealed, and continues to reveal, 
Himself.

Ask ourselves 
What are the problems with neglecting either of the two hands in this process? 
 
Read: 1 Thes. 2:13 & 2 Thes. 2:15 
What do these verses say about the “two hands”? 
Note: If you are wondering what qualified these words/letters of Paul to be “the 
word of God”, then that’s a good question and we’ll get to it next week! 
 
Unpack 
The Bible sheds plenty of light on its own making. The first two mentions of how it 
came to be appear in Exodus (17 & 24). We see that the Bible is initially 
concerned with remembering what God has done (acts of saving deliverance), and 
then in light of that deliverance, the Bible records the terms of the covenant 
relationship that the people have saved to enjoy. That is, it spells out who the 
Israelites were to be and how they were to live as God’s people. 
 
What are the differences between a dictatorship and a relationship? 
(Perhaps compare the leadership and authority of Nelson Mandela & Kim Jong-un.) 
 
“It is not because God says so, and therefore we must get in line or else. 
It is because God has done so, and therefore why would we want anything else?” 
 
How does Jesus sit in line with the story of God in the Old Testament? 
The tide of post-modernism has left our culture very suspicious of anyone making 
big claims to know about the way things are, about the big-story that we all live 
within. Most attempts to say, “this is how it all is”, or even worse, “this is how you 
should live”, are heard as ugly and oppressive attempts to grab power and control 
others.  
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How might the true reality of Jesus connect with our culture? 
The gospel is not some message dropped from the sky. It is not some cold 
imposition of authority over us. No, Jesus embodied truth. And now, after he lived 
and walked and suffered as one of us, and poured himself out, the resurrected 
Christ holds the beautiful sort of authority that is wrought in sacrifice and love. In 
that light, the Bible continues to give instruction as to who we are to be and how 
we are to live as God’s people. As we surrender to His authority we find that His 
demanding invitation is to freedom and life. 
 
LIVING IT OUT 
Pray 
Celebrate that God is no ugly dictator but a compassionate self-sacrificing liberator 
seeking a covenant relationship with gloriously free and alive humans.  
Surrender. 
Ask how you may need to respond in obedience. 
 
Take It Further 
Consider reading your Bible in public this week. What will you say when someone 
asks: “how can you believe that stuff?”  
 
Read: Rather long article from NT Wright 
(http://ntwrightpage.com/2016/07/12/how-can-the-bible-be-authoritative/) 
 
Book: NT Wright: Scripture and the authority of God. 
 
Send your comments questions insights and YOBL related puns to 
yobl@allsaintworcester.org.uk 
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It is written (3): is it trustworthy? 
 
Introduction 
Sometimes when we encounter the story of the Bible, of God saving and delivering 
a people into covenant relationship with him, our first thought is “Wow, that’s 
really beautiful.” But then the cynical or suspicious (or even responsible) part of our 
brain kicks in with the nagging question, but how can we really believe in this old 
collection of writings? How can we have any confidence that the people who 
wrote it were honest, or knew enough of what they were writing about? And hasn’t 
it been changed and added to over the years? So it’s probably been corrupted or 
exaggerated right? And who got to decide which writings should and shouldn’t be 
in the Bible? Is it trustworthy? 
 
Ask Ourselves 
Do any of these questions resonate with you? Or people you know? 
 
The Bible is not asking us to take a blind leap of faith. It is not about shutting our 
eyes and just believing. Actually, the history of the making of the Bible is a publicly 
accessible history which continues as overwhelming amounts of scrolls and 
manuscripts are recovered, as scholarship develops, and as committees of bible 
nerds give their working lives to compiling the best available text out of which 
modern language translations are then made. And the Bible itself encourages an 
eyes-open, careful, intelligent investigation. 
 
Read: Luke 1:1-4 
Luke was not an eyewitness but his Jesus-biography is based on eyewitness 
accounts.  Is this a problem? 
 
Unpack 
 

 
 
 
 

Ask: what have been the top 3 most 
important events of your life? When 
you tell those stories, again and 
again, do they gradually get distorted 
into wild fantasy? 
How is the image of a patchwork quilt 
relevant? 
(Age of whole/Age of patches) 
 
 
 
 
 



	 6 

Read: Colossians 4:16 
What does this have to say for the 
development of the New Testament as 
authoritative scripture? 
 

Why were some writings held and 
remembered and received as 
something special and others 
sidelined and forgotten?

Read: Matthew 28.18-20 
This is Jesus bestowing his authority specifically on the apostles - those who had 
walked closest with Him, absorbed his teaching, and now had witnessed the 
reality of his resurrection (as does Paul: Acts 9). This naturally qualified them as the 
authoritative voices within the Jesus movement. 
 
Justin Martyr (AD 110-165): “On the day called Sunday there is a gathering 
together to one place of all those who live in cities or in the country and the 
memoirs of the apostles or the writings of the prophets are read as long as time 
permits.” 
 
F.F. Bruce (1984): “When at last a church council - the Synod of Hippo in AD.393 
- listed the 27 books of the New Testament, it did not confer upon them any 
authority which they did not already possess, but simply recorded their previously 
established canonicity.” 
 
Discuss: How does this speak to those nagging questions? How does it speak to 
you? 
 
Please send any further questions & comments to yobl@allsaintsworcester.org.uk 
 
LIVING IT OUT 
Pray 
Thank God for the many, many thousands of lives over the millennia that have 
been (and continue to be) devoted to the careful investigation, preservation, 
compilation and translation of the scriptures.  
Pray for this ongoing work. 
Pray for eyes to see the uniquely awe-inspiring thing that is the Bible, and that the 
ready access we enjoy today would not lead us to treat it cheaply and be flippant 
with its existence nor with its message. 
 
Take It Further 
Read the ‘Preface’ in your Bible, seriously! 
 
See this short accessible article on BeThinking about the Old Testament: 
(www.bethinking.org/is-the-bible-reliable/modern-old-testament-study) 
 
For a serious Bible nerd see scholar Larry Hurtado’s blog site: 
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(https://larryhurtado.wordpress.com). 
 
Books: “Why trust the Bible?” Amy Orr-Ewing (2005)  
  “The Books and Parchments: How we got our English Bible.” F.F. Bruce  
  (1984) 
 
And you can view and explore the Dead Sea Scrolls for yourself here! 
(http://dss.collections.imj.org.il/) 
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It is written (4): interpretation 
 

 
 
Introduction
Sometimes we read the Bible or hear a sermon and everything is crystal clear - it’s 
obvious how God is speaking through those ancient words right into our very 
situation. Other times we might have no idea what it means, or even when we do 
have some understanding of what it might have meant ‘back then’, it is not an easy 
task imagining what that means for us today. As we read scripture then, how can 
we get better at understanding what it means? And how are we to interpret this 
meaning for our lives today with responsibility and integrity so that we’re not just 
coming to convenient conclusions according to our own prior tastes and comforts? 
After all, if we are seeking to be surrendered to the Lord and remade in his image, 
then there has to be careful space for his word to challenge us.  
 
To kick things off, try to come up with examples of sentences that make no sense 
out of context (the funnier the better). In your examples you probably needed to be 
aware of the particular form of communication (genre) or the wider conversation 
(context) in order to understand the meaning. 
 
Ask Ourselves 
Do you have any experience of biblical texts being obviously misinterpreted?  
 
‘Hermeneutics’ is the long word for understanding how we go about interpreting a 
text. Biblical hermeneutics is complex, with long courses in it taught in colleges. 
Thankfully we are not each on our own. Sermons, conversations, study-bibles and 
commentaries are all part of our quest to get inside this story and have it get in us.  
 
Read: Luke 24:27; 44-49 & 2 Tim. 3:14-17. 
What should be our overarching purpose in reading Scripture? What gets in the 
way of that? 
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Unpack 
Watch: 3x short videos on Isaiah (thebibleproject.com) 
Ask: How does knowing something of the history of Israel during the writings of 
Isaiah help us when we read the book of Isaiah?  
Ask: How does zooming out to consider the whole biblical storyline help us 
understand? 
Ask: In what ways does Isaiah point to Jesus? 
 
Remember 
When reading the Bible it’s good to remember: 
 
The cultural gap - We seek to first understand what it meant ‘back then’ (through a 
different cultural lens) before drawing conclusions for today. 
Genre/form - Are you reading a poem/prayer/sermon/eyewitness-testimony/letter 
etc.? 
Biblical context - Zoom out, consider its place within the conversation of the whole 
Bible. 
Confusion is ok - Often that place of ‘cognitive dissonance’ is honest, healthy and 
spiritually fruitful. 
Jesus - He is Lord over scripture, it is the light of the knowledge of Jesus that we 
now read it all, and the overarching purpose of all our Bible reading is to bring us 
to closer to Him and make us more like Him as we play our part in His story. 
 
Which of these five do you find most helpful/challenging? 
 
LIVING IT OUT 
Pray 
Ask for humility when you read Scripture and pray that God would reveal himself 
to you through it. Invite God to challenge and change you as you read.  
Thank God for the many resources we have available today to help us understand. 
 
Take It Further 
Consider buying an NIV or ESV Study Bible, both of which have really useful 
explanatory notes throughout. 
 
Get with the brilliant videos on thebibleproject.com! 
 
Article: www.bethinking.org/bible/never-read-a-bible-verse 
(http://www.bethinking.org/bible/never-read-a-bible-verse) 
 
Tom Wright’s “Everyone” series is a good starter biblical commentary series. 


